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Embroidery’s Voice & Vision

Join the Stitches Social Site
Join the 1,900 Stitches readers who are networking daily on the Stitches magazine 
Social Site (www.stitchesmagsocialsite.com). Nominated for a Jesse H. Neal Award 
for “Best Use of Social Media,” the Stitches Social Site is an active community of 

Stitches readers and other decorators 
who post photos of their work, blog 
entries and videos. Most importantly, 
members network with each other in 
live chats and in our many groups and 

forums, on topics from digitizing to mobile embroidery to sourcing products. 
What are you waiting for? Join us online today!

Stitches

About the Cover
The intricate tiger design on the 
cover of this month’s issue was cre-
ated by Los Angeles-based DLT 
Designs & Production using a Proel 
LaserBridge embroidery laser from 
Bito USA. DLT co-owner Erica 
Young designed the sophisticated 
tiger look for La Banga, a new bou-
tique in downtown Los Angeles that 
specializes in chic, mid- to high-end 
women’s fashion. 

To create the design, a tiger-
striped pattern fabric was placed 
inside the jacket. The embroidery 
machine sewed the outline and 
details of the tiger, tacking down the 
fabric inside. The laser system then 
cut the leather to create the stripes 
and other details. When weeded, the 
tiger pattern material showed underneath to create the stunning effect. 

“The fabric simulating the tiger skin is a synthetic silk, which added a touch 
of glare creating a pleasing contrast between the soft leather and the reverse 
appliqué,” says Bito president Ed Balady, noting the laser enabled DLT to keep 
the stitch count relatively low. “The total stitch count was only 5,557 stitches and 
despite its sophisticated look, it’s simple to digitize because it’s primarily outlines 
of stitch contours,” Balady says. “The finished dimensions were approximately 
12 inches by 8 inches. It was embroidered and laser cut on a flat-bed embroidery 
machine in one continuous process.” 

That process involved an operator mounting a hooped garment. The garment 
was then embroidered (bean and running stitches were used), after which the 
laser automatically positioned itself over the hoop and cut the design in the fabric. 
The operator weeded the excess fabric. The digitizer began the design process 
by creating the embroidered tiger design and then programming cutlines for the 
appliqué. “This is where some of the designer’s artistry comes into play,” Balady 
says. “The goal was to use appliqué to enhance the overall look without over-
whelming the design.” 

For more details about the cover, visit: www.stitches.com. – Christopher Ruvo


